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Horticulture & Nursery Project
Agriculture, Horticulture, Conservation and Land Management (AHC) Training Package
October 2019
Overview
The skills and knowledge required to work within the production horticulture, nursery production and retail nursery sectors are often transferable. Subject Matter Experts were consulted to review the structure of the qualifications that align to job roles in these sectors. 
During the review of the current qualifications listed in Table 1 below it was determined that the current Floriculture and Production Horticulture qualifications could be amalgamated into a single suite of Production Horticulture qualifications, and that the current Production Nursery and Retail Nursery qualifications could be amalgamated into a single suite of Nursery Operations qualifications. These revised draft qualifications listed at Table 1 are available for broad consideration and feedback on the Skills Impact website, until 18 October 2019.
	Production Horticulture

	Current qualifications
	Draft qualifications

	AHC20316 Certificate II in Production Horticulture
	AHC2XX20 Certificate II in Production Horticulture
Includes elective streams for production horticulture and floriculture

	AHC21516 Certificate II in Floriculture
	

	AHC30616 Certificate III in Production Horticulture
	AHC3XX20 Certificate III in Production Horticulture
Includes elective streams for production horticulture and floriculture

	AHC33216 Certificate III in Floriculture
	

	AHC40316 Certificate IV in Production Horticulture
	AHC4XX20 Certificate IV in Production Horticulture

	AHC50316 Diploma of in Production Horticulture
	AHC5XX20 Diploma of Production Horticulture

	Nursery Operations

	Current qualifications
	Draft qualifications

	AHC20716 Certificate II in Production Nursery
	AHC2XX20 Certificate II in Nursery Operations
Includes elective streams for nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC20816 Certificate II in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC31116 Certificate III in Production Nursery
	AHC3XX20 Certificate III in Nursery Operations
Includes elective streams for nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC31216 Certificate III in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC40616 Certificate IV in Production Nursery
	AHC4XX20 Certificate IV in Nursery Operations
Includes entry requirements and elective streams for nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC40716 Certificate IV in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC50816 Diploma of Production Nursery Management
	AHC5XX20 Diploma of Production Nursery Management
Includes entry requirements

	AHC50916 Diploma of Retail Nursery Management
	Qualification recommended for deletion due to low enrolment numbers.


Table 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the latter part of this review, the Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) for the project were asked to consider the potential for further amalgamation of these qualifications along with the current horticulture qualifications (Certificate II, III, IV in Horticulture and Diploma of Horticulture) into a single suite of horticulture qualifications with elective streams. There were a number of potential models identified for amalgamating the qualifications, with the result being two opposing opinions regarding amalgamation, namely:
· Consolidate the qualifications as listed at Table 1. This was the majority view and a position held by the Production Horticulture segment of the industry.
· Further consolidate the qualifications listed at Table 1 – with the exception of the Certificate III “trade” qualifications – into a single suite of qualifications, including the horticulture qualifications. This was the view held by the majority of the Production Nursery and Retail Nursery segments of the industry.
Further consultation with the project SMEs determined that the qualifications as listed at Table 1 be made available for broad consideration and feedback. In addition it was determined that this discussion paper be developed and circulated at the same time to determine whether the qualifications should be further amalgamated.
It is important to note that the Agriculture and Production Horticulture Industry Reference Committee (IRC) and the Amenity Horticulture, Landscaping, and Conservation & Land Management IRC oversee the development and review of the AHC Training Package.
The revised draft qualifications, skill sets and units are available for public consideration and feedback from 16 September – 18 October 2019, on the webpage under the “Drafts Available” menu. Skills Impact are also seeking feedback regarding this discussion paper during this same time period.
Submitting feedback
Feedback for this discussion paper will be collected via the online feedback hub, during face-to-face consultation workshops and webinars or can be emailed directly to rebecca@skillsimpact.com.au by the 18th of October 2019.
Please note, it is just as important for us to receive feedback telling us you agree with the changes as it is to provide feedback telling us where there is opportunity for improvement.

Key information about potential qualifications amalgamation
An overview of the potential amalgamation of qualifications as previously described is provided at Table 2 below, accompanying this are potential opportunities and risks of amalgamation the qualifications along with key questions to consider when providing feedback.
Attachment A provides a detailed summary of changes to the Certificate II, IV and Diploma qualifications including the potential packaging rules, core and elective streams.
	Current qualifications
	Draft qualifications

	AHC20316 Certificate II in Production Horticulture
	AHC2XX20 Certificate II in Horticulture


	AHC20416 Certificate II in Horticulture
	

	AHC20716 Certificate II in Production Nursery
	

	AHC20816 Certificate II in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC21516 Certificate II in Floriculture
	

	AHC30616 Certificate III in Production Horticulture
	AHC3XX20 Certificate III in Production Horticulture
Includes elective streams for production horticulture, floriculture, nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC33216 Certificate III in Floriculture
	

	AHC30716 Certificate III in Horticulture
	Qualification remains unchanged

	AHC31116 Certificate III in Production Nursery
	AHC3XX20 Certificate III in Nursery Operations
Includes elective streams for nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC31216 Certificate III in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC40316 Certificate IV in Production Horticulture
	AHC4XX20 Certificate IV in Horticulture
Includes entry requirements and elective streams for production horticulture, nursery production and retail nursery

	AHC40416 Certificate IV in Horticulture
	

	AHC40616 Certificate IV in Production Nursery
	

	AHC40716 Certificate IV in Retail Nursery
	

	AHC50316 Diploma of in Production Horticulture
	AHC5XX20 Diploma of Horticulture
Includes entry requirements

	AHC50416 Diploma of Horticulture
	

	AHC50816 Diploma of Production Nursery Management
	

	AHC50916 Diploma of Retail Nursery Management
	Qualification recommended for deletion due to low enrolment numbers.

	Opportunities:
1. Amalgamation of the qualifications will provide greater clarity and simplicity for industry regarding the qualifications available for their workforce.
2. There is the potential for increased student enrolment numbers.
3. The potential for students to enroll in the wrong qualification is decreased.
4. Marketing of the qualifications and industry outcomes to potential industry entrants would be simplified.
5. There is the possibility to access funding for the qualifications in some jurisdictions that is not currently available – particularly Victoria.

	Risks:
1. There are less common core tasks across broader occupations, therefore the core units in the amalgamated qualifications is lessened.
2. Amalgamated qualifications can lead to enrollments being focused on specific segments of the industry, at the detriment of other segments.
3. The ability for industry sectors to ensure that the qualification is developed with a focus on core sector tasks is diminished.
4. The amalgamated qualifications have the potential to be delivered as generalist qualifications rather than industry sector specific qualifications.
5. The ability for jurisdictions to identify and target funding for specific skills shortages is diminished.


Table 2

	Key questions to consider…

	1. Considering the opportunities and risks, are the potential qualifications described at Table 2 a suitable way forward for your industry sector?







	2. Do you support the amalgamation of the Horticulture, Production Horticulture, Floriculture, Production Nursery and Retail Nursery qualifications as described at Table 2?





	3. Are the core units listed at Attachment A relevant for all industry sectors?





	4. Are the elective stream units listed at Attachment A relevant for your industry sector?





	5. Do you have any other comments that you would like to provide?
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Attachment A
	AHC2XX20 Certificate II in Horticulture
Packaging Rules (excerpt):
To achieve this qualification, competency must be demonstrated in: 
16 units of competency:
4 core units plus
12 elective units (5 from Group A, B, C or D, plus 4 from the remaining units in Groups A, B, C, D, E and 3 from this qualification or any currently endorsed Training Package or accredited course packaged at Certificate II or III).

	Core Units

	Unit Code
	Unit Title
	Comments/Feedback

	AHCPCM201
	Recognise plants
	

	AHCPMG201
	Treat weeds
	

	AHCPMG202
	Treat plant pests, diseases and disorders
	

	AHCWHS201
	Participate in work health and safety processes
	

	Elective Group A – Nursery Production
(at least 5 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate II in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCCHM201
	Apply chemicals under supervision
	

	AHCIRG221
	Assist with pressurised irrigation operations
	

	AHCNSY201
	Pot up plants
	

	AHCNSY202
	Care for nursery plants
	

	AHCNSY203
	Undertake propagation activities
	

	AHCSOL2XX
	Assist with soil or growing media sampling and testing
	

	AHCWRK207
	Collect and record production data
	

	Elective Group B – Retail Nursery
(all 5 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate II in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCNSY202
	Care for nursery plants
	

	AHCNSY204
	Maintain indoor plants
	

	AHCPGD202
	Prepare and maintain plant displays
	

	SIRRINV001
	Receive and handle retail stock
	

	SIRXIND002
	Organise and maintain the store environment
	

	Elective Group C – Production Horticulture
(at least 5 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate II in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCBIO202
	Follow site quarantine procedures
	

	AHCCHM201
	Apply chemicals under supervision
	

	AHCMOM203
	Operate basic machinery and equipment
	

	AHCPHT2XX
	Plant horticultural crops
	

	AHCPHT205
	Carry out post-harvest operations
	

	AHCPHT214
	Support horticultural crop harvesting
	

	AHCSOL2XX
	Assist with soil or growing media sampling and testing
	

	AHCWRK205
	Participate in workplace communications
	

	AHCWRK209
	Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices
	

	FBPFSY2001
	Implement the food safety program and procedures
	

	Elective Group D – Floriculture
(at least 5 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate II in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCBIO202
	Follow site quarantine procedures
	

	AHCNSY201
	Pot up plants
	

	AHCNSY202
	Care for nursery plants
	

	AHCNSY203
	Undertake propagation activities
	

	AHCPHT2XX
	Plant horticultural crops
	

	AHCPHT204
	Undertake field budding and grafting
	

	AHCPHT205
	Carry out post-harvest operations
	

	AHCPHT214
	Support horticultural crop harvesting
	

	AHCSOL2XX
	Assist with soil or growing media sampling and testing
	

	AHCWRK205
	Participate in workplace communications
	

	AHCWRK209
	Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices
	

	Elective Group E – General Electives
Not listed in this document



	AHC4XX20 Certificate IV in Horticulture
Packaging Rules (excerpt):
To achieve this qualification, competency must be demonstrated in: 
14 units of competency:
2 core units plus
12 elective units (6 from Group A, B or C, plus 3 from the remaining units in Groups A, B, C or D and 3 from this qualification or any currently endorsed Training Package or accredited course packaged at Certificate III, IV or Diploma).

	Core Units

	Unit Code
	Unit Title
	Comments/Feedback

	AHCWHS401
	Maintain work health and safety processes
	

	AHCWRK403
	Supervise work routines and staff performance
	

	Elective Group A – Nursery Production
(at least 6 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate IV in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCAGB302
	Keep production records for a primary production business
	

	AHCAGB405
	Analyse and interpret production data
	

	AHCPCM403
	Implement an integrated pest management program
	

	AHCNSY401
	Plan a growing-on program
	

	AHCNSY402
	Plan a propagation program
	

	AHCWRK401
	Implement and monitor quality assurance procedures
	

	BSBHRM405
	Support the recruitment, selection and induction of staff
	

	BSBLDR403
	Lead team effectiveness
	

	Elective Group B – Retail Nursery
(at least 6 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate IV in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCMER401
	Coordinate customer service and networking activities
	

	AHCPCM401
	Recommend plants and cultural practices
	

	AHCPGD401
	Design plant displays
	

	BSBHRM405
	Support the recruitment, selection and induction of staff
	

	BSBLDR403
	Lead team effectiveness
	

	SIRRINV002
	Control stock
	

	Elective Group C – Production Horticulture
(at least 6 units from this group to be awarded the Certificate IV in Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCBIO403
	Plan and implement a farm or enterprise biosecurity plan
	

	AHCBUS408
	Operate within a budget framework
	

	AHCCHM404
	Develop procedures to minimise risks in the use of chemicals
	

	AHCCHM405
	Plan and implement a chemical use program
	

	AHCIRG437
	Schedule irrigations
	

	AHCNSY401
	Plan a growing-on program
	

	AHCNSY402
	Plan a propagation program
	

	AHCPCM401
	Recommend plants and cultural practices
	

	AHCPCM402
	Develop a soil health and plant nutrition program
	

	AHCPCM5XX
	Apply knowledge of plant physiology to horticultural practices
	

	AHCPHT402
	Develop a crop regulation program
	

	AHCPHT404
	Implement and monitor a horticultural crop harvesting program
	

	AHCSOL401
	Sample soils and interpret results
	

	AHCWRK401
	Implement and monitor quality assurance procedures
	

	BSBLDR401
	Communicate effectively as a workplace leader
	

	Elective Group D – General Electives
Not listed in this document



	AHC5XX20 Diploma of Horticulture
Packaging Rules (excerpt):
To achieve this qualification, competency must be demonstrated in:
10 units of competency:
1 core unit plus
9 elective units (4 from Group A or B, plus 3 from the remaining units listed in Groups A, B or C, plus 2 from this qualification or any currently endorsed Training Package or accredited course packaged at Certificate IV, Diploma or Advanced Diploma).

	Core Units

	Unit Code
	Unit Title
	Comments/Feedback

	AHCPCM501
	Diagnose plant health problems
	

	Elective Group A – Nursery Production
(at least 4 units from this group to be awarded the Diploma of Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCPCM506
	Develop an integrated pest management program
	

	AHCPHT502
	Develop a horticultural production plan
	

	AHCPHT503
	Manage a controlled growing environment
	

	AHCWAT503
	Manage water systems
	

	AHCWRK503
	Prepare reports
	

	BSBPMG522
	Undertake project work
	

	Elective Group B – Production Horticulture
(at least 4 units from this group to be awarded the Diploma of Horticulture (Nursery Production)

	AHCBUS511
	Manage enterprise staff requirements
	

	AHCPHT502
	Develop a horticultural production plan
	

	AHCWHS502
	Manage work health and safety processes
	

	AHCWRK512
	Plan, implement and review a quality assurance program
	

	Elective Group C – General Electives
Not listed in this document
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